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HOSPITAL SUNDAY cannot be said to have been a success
in Glasgow, church collections in aid of the infirmaries

having greatly fallen off. In the city and its neighbourhood
are about 400 churches ; these gave to the Royal Infirmary
last year only &pound;873&mdash;that is, about 44s. each. This, of course, ’,

is very much less than it should be.

A MEMORIAL to the late Surgeon Thomas Power, R.N.
who died at the Royal Hospital, Haslar, whilst on the staff
there, Nov. 2nd, 1879, has been erected in the Naval

Cemetery, Haslar, Gosport, by subscription amongst his

brother officers and shipmates. The memorial is a Latin
Cross in Portland stone, over six feet in height.

The Irish Medical Directory for 1881 contains new matter
of interest and utility-e. g., an Index to Acts of Parliament
having reference to Irish Medical or Sanitary Affairs, and a
reprint, verbatim or in abstract, of the statutes specially
affecting the medical profession in Ireland.

THE

GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

A SPECIAL Session of the Medical Council was held on

Thursday, for the purpose of considering questions arising
under the Dentists Act.
The PRESIDENT, in opening the proceedings, said: I

cannot but regret that it has been my duty to summon the
Council at this inclement season, but it is for a special
purpose of business connected with the Dentists Act; and
it is to be noted that this is the first time that any such

meeting has ever been specially summoned to discharge this
new duty. The reason for our meeting now depends upon
the fact that a question has been raised as to the accuracy of
the Dentists’ Register in over 500 cases ; and it would seem
improper to delay to a later period of the year, when the
Council would meet for its ordinary business, the publication
of the new volume of the Dentists’ Register for 1881
in a corrected form. It will be in the memory of the Council
that on July 15th, 1880, memorials from the Association of
Surgeons Practising Dental Surgery, from the British
Dental Association, and a letter from the honorary secre-
tary of the British Dental Association, stating the grounds
on which it was considered that a large number of persons
ought to have their names erased from the Dentists’
Register, were referred to the Medical Committee estab-
lished under the Dentists Act by the General Medical
Council, in order that they might ascertain the facts of those
several cases named in such memorials and letter. At

meetings of the Dental Committee held since that period, after
prolonged deliberations with the solicitor to the Council, re-
ports have been drawn upwhich will now be presented to you.
The Council is now called upon to decide whether upon the
facts stated in these reports all or any of the persons whose
cases are reported upon should or should not be erased
from the Dentists’ Register ; and one person whose case

the Council has to decide is summoned to appear this day
at four o’clock before you. It is not my intention to

bring before the Council any business other than that for
which it is my duty thus to summon you. There is one
subject, however, connected with the business itself which
I must in conclusion name, and that is the loss which
this Council has sustained by the recent death of Dr.
Andrew Wood, made the more grievous because sudden
and unexpected. I am well aware that it is generally
highly inexpedient to make observations, even those of
high personal regard, on any who have been taken away
in whatever manner from this Council table. But I am
sure that it would shock the whole feelings of the Council
were I to attempt to conceal the sense which we all enter-
tain of the loss of so faithful a public servant and so
warm a personal friend.....
On the motion of Sir William Gull a vote of condolence

with Mrs. Wood and her family in their sudden and painful
loss was agreed to.
The Council then proceeded to the consideration of the

dental business, and having heard the report of the Dental
Committee, and considered the cases with counsel’s opinion
thereon in regard to the Dentists Act (1879), resolved, on
the motion of Dr. Humphry, "That all qualifications now
appearing in the Dentists’ Register, other than dental quali-
fications, be erased therefrom."
The Council further resolved-" That the report of the

Dental Committee not having put the Council in possession
of evidence to show that any of the registered dentists named
in the corrected list of persons submitted by the hon. secre-
tary of the British Dental Association, or of the registered
dentists named in the letter of Dr. Jacob, were not at the
time of their registration bon&acirc; fide engaged in the practice of
dentistry, the Council is therefore not prepared to order the
removal of any such persons from the Dentists’ Register."

Also, " That certain persons mentioned in the Dental
Committee’s report as having been actually though
erroneously removed from the Register, at their own re-
quest should, on application, be restored to the Register
without fee."

This concluded the business of the Special Session, a
fuller report of which will appear in our next.

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

THE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS UNDER THE LOCAL

GOVERNMENT BOARD.

A PARLIAMENTARY return, moved for by Mr. Alexander
Brown, has been published, showing in a tabular form, in
order of years, all the local visitations which have been
made by medical inspectors under the direction of the Local
Government Board, from the date of the establishment of the
Board in 1871 to Jan. 1st, 1880, with regard to prevalence of
disease in particular places and to questions therewith con-
nected, and defects in sanitary administration, and stating in
successive columns in regard to each visitation the following
particulars :&mdash;1. Names and population of the places of
sanitary districts inspected. 2. Date of the visitation (or,
when several visitations have been made, of the first or
them), and name of the inspector. 3. On what ground of
complaint or otherwise this visitation was ordered. 4. Precis
of facts reported by the inspector with regard to the pre-
valence of disease, and to the existing defects of sanitary
administration. 5. Reinspections (if any) which have since
been made in the same areas with reference to the defects of
sanitary administration, with the date of each reinspection
and name of the inspector. 6. Precis of the information had
by the Local Government Board up to Jan. 10th, 1880, as to
the sanitary state of the places, and when given.

In spite of the repellant form of a tabular return of this
class, there is much interesting matter in this document. It
furnishes some (although very slight) indications of the im-
portant part these skilled medical inspections have had in pro-
moting sani tary progress in England and Wales. But in glanc-
ing over the return regret is more than ever excited that the
reports of the inspectors aie only very partially accessible.
These reports, if they had been made as easily attainable as
were the reports of the engineering inspectors of the General
Board of Health (reports which have still a great value in
the localities to which they referred, and in the history of
sanitary progress of England) could not have failed to exer-
cise a more important educational effect upon the places to
which they applied, and to the people at large, than they
have been permitted to do, because they have not been pro-
curable at the Parliamentary printers. The Local Govern-
ment Board, as a rule, puts these reports into type, prints
them, and then, strange to say, issues them as a rule only
by grace ! --

REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

Kensington. - Dr. Orme Dudfield has republished his
monthly reports and special reports for the year 1880 in a

single volume, and added to them a summary of the vital
, statistics. The majority of these reports we had occasion to
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notice when they first appeared, and with respect to the
collected reports we can add nothing to what we have had to
say in regard to previous annual collections, namely, that they
form an exceptionally useful and instructive comment on
the progress of sanitary work, not merely in Kensington,
but in the metropolis generally, throughout the year to
which they apply. Dr. Dudfield has the art not simply of
setting forth the particular facts relating to his own district,
but of treating of the more general sanitary questions that
arise relating to the metropolis, and illustrating their
bearings from the experience of his own district, so as to
throw the completest light upon them. In this way his
collected reports become a running commentary upon the
intimate sanitary administration of metropolitan districts of
the highest value for present information and for future
reference.

JiVest Ham (Urban).&mdash;The report of the medical officer of
health (Mr. Thomas Drake) consists merely of a brief state-
ment of the mortality statistics of 1880 with comments on
the deaths from the principal zymotic disorders. The
annual death-rate from all causes is given at 19 per 1000
population as compared with 17’5 for 1879. Of the general
sanitary condition and administration of this important
metropolitan suburb nothing is said, except a reference to
the emuvium from trade nuisances which do not appear to
be suppressed to the extent they might be, and to the very
partial carrying out of the Adulteration of Food Acts.

THE POPLAR INFECTIOUS-DISEASE HOSPITAL.

The Poplar District Board of Works have addressed a
letter to the Metropolitan Asylums Board, setting forth in
detail the advantages possessed by their hospital for the
reception of small-pox cases, and stating that (contrary to
the opinion expressed by a committee of the Asylums Board)
it will accommodate sixty-nine patients and a sufficient staff
of nurses and attendants. Dr. Bridges is in favour of the
Asylums Board hiring the hospital, and, from some slight
knowledge of the building we possess ourselves, we are at a
loss to conceive, under the present exigencies of the Asylums
Board, a reasonable ground for their refusal to hire it. Never-
theless, the Board holds to its refusal. Although we under-
stand that the hospital was built without the special ap-
proval of the Local Government Board as to its construction
and arrangement, the site was approved by that Board after
the building was erected, and we can hardly conceive that
Board opposing the site independently of the consideration
of the fitness of the building upon it for its purpose ; but
obviously the technical objections of the Asylums Board to
the building cannot be reasonably sustained in face of Dr.
Bridges’ approval. 

___

CUTTING-OFF THE WATER-SUPPLY OF THE METROPOLIS.

The Vestry of St. Mary’s, Newington, have printed and
circulated certain extracts from a Report of their medical
officer of health, Dr. Iliff, and correspondence relating
thereto, respecting the cutting-off the water-supply of houses
in their district by the Water Companies south of the
Thames. The extracts and correspondence go to show the
arbitrariness of the proceedings of these companies in exact-
ing their strict legal rights from the owners and occupiers
of house property, and their extreme indifference to de-
priving families of water, no other supply of this essential
lluid being obtainable in the neighbourhood except from
their mains. That companies should possess powers of this
sort, without any reserve as far as the sanitary necessities of
the people are concerned, is a scandal upon the Legislature,

. and furnishes one of the most cogent arguments for a change
in the administration of the water-supply of the metropolis.
This circular of the parish of St. Mary’s, Newington,
strengthens this position greatly, and it will be read with
great interest by all who take concern in the subject.

A resolution passed at an "indignation" meeting, held
recently at Homerton, to protest against any increase of
accommodation being made for small-pox patients in the
Asylums Board Hospital there, expresses " snrprise and
alarm" that twelve of the hospital officials should have
come direct from the hospital to the meeting. This re-

minds us of an incident during the epidemic of 1871-72.
An official of the Local Government Board attended a
meeting of the vestry of St. Pancras. In the course of the
meeting it became known that he had come direct from the I

! Hampstead Hospital, then used for small-pox cases, to the
vestry meeting. Whereupon a great outcry among the
members of the vestry at the audacity and thoughtlessness
of the official for possibly bringing the contagion of small.
pox among them. To which the official quietly replied,
when the hubbub ceased, that considering the warmth of
his reception by the vestry, he thought that the members
might be quite easy upon the score of infection, as it was
well known that heat was the best disinfectant.
Mr. Alfred J. Bernays, the analyst for St. Saviour’s dis-

trict Board of Works, in his report for the Christmas quarter
1880, has to speak unfavourably of the specimens of milk sub.
mitted to him for analysis, and makes a suggestive comment
upon the improvement apt to occur when the dealer finds that
the specimens of tbefluidhe sells have been sent to the analyst.
The following observations on cocoa are also suggestive :
"I should be glad to be informed,’’ says Mr. Bernays,
"when cocoa ceases to be cocoa. What are we to say of
cocoas containing only from 12 to 20 per cent. of cocoa ? The
public is paying very dear for the accommodation of admix-
ing coarse sugar and flour ! If it would receive advice, a
slice of bread-and-butter, with a thin drink of genuine cocoa,
would be both wholesomer and cheaper, than when thick-
ened and sweetened; but even if it should prefer such cocoas,
at what point is admixture to end ?"
The medical officer of health for Paddington, Dr. James

Stevenson, is dissatisfied with the measures which have
been taken by the Canal Company to clean the bed of the
Paddington Canal. The cleansing appears to have been
very imperfect, and when the hot weather returns it is
doubtful whether the nuisance experienced from the canal
will show much diminution.
The Stepney Board of Guardians have rescinded a resolu-

tion to give extra remuneration to their relieving officers
for their services in working up arrears of vaccination. On
reconsideration of the resolution it appears to have been
held that to pay the extra remuneration would be to reward,
as it were, the previous neglect of vaccination, out of which
the arrears had arisen.
Lord Edmond Fitzmaurice, Mr. Pell, and others have in.

troduced a Bill into the House of Commons for the appoint-
ment of a Commission for the alteration of areas of Local
Government in certain cases, and for the rearrangement of
boundaries.
The medical officer of health for Dundee (Dr. Wallace),

in his report for the four weeks ending the 1st January,
1881, reports seven cases of typhus, three of which were
directly connected with a fatal case mentioned in the pre.
vious month’s report.
The Shoreditch Board of Guardians, in view of the pre

valence of small-pox in their district, have decided that for a
month the inmates of the workhouse shall not have permis-
sion to visit their friends outside, nor receive visits from
their friends unless in a case of dangerous illness.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

Under the influence of the fifteen days of exceptionally
low temperature ending on the 26th ult., the recorded
mortality showed a further increase last week. In twenty
of the largest English towns, estimated to contain in the
middle of this year a population exceeding seven and a
half millions of persons, 5730 births and 4523 deaths were
registered last,week. The births exceeded by 547, and the
deaths by no less than 1266, the average weekly numbers
during 1880. The deaths showed a further increase of 324
upon those returned in recent weeks, and were equal to an
annual rate of 31-0 per 1000, against 21.3, 23.6, and 2S’S in
the three preceding weeks. During the past four weeks of
the current quarter the death-rate in the twenty towns
has averaged 26’2 per 1000, showing an excess of 0’6 upon
the average rate in the corresponding period, of the live
years 1876-80. The annual death-rate averaged 26’2 in
London during the four weeks ending last Saturday, and
was equal to 26.8 in the nineteen provincial towns.
The deaths referred to the principal zymotic diseases in

the twenty towns, which had been 383 and 390 in the two
preceding weeks, declined to 373 last week, and included 10S
from whooping-cough, 94 from scarlet fever, 54 from small-pox, 39 from fever (principally enteric), and 38 from measles,


